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JUDGMENT 

MR BOEZAART: We have taken in this matter into 

consideration. . .we had a long discussion, it is clear 

that if this matter is...or if the conduct of the 

attorneys involved is going to continue, that it will 

definitely lead to civil litigation. It is the view of 

the Committee that the amount of litigation regarding 

this, is in any case really getting out of hand. We know 

that there is a lot of litigation separate from this 

matter that regards monetary compensation and things like 

that, but our case today has got nothing to do with that. 

If this, however, leads to further litigation, it brings 

into play the stipulations of Section 71(4) of the 

Attorney's Act, which gives us the discretion to rather 

halted them to proceed pending the finalization of civil 

litigation. 

Now it sounds as if that is an easy way out and a kick 

for the touch line which we are not prepared to do. 

During argument this morning an undertaking was drafted 

on behalf of Mr Bobroff, which was circulated to 

/.  
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us. As a Committee we had a couple of problems with the 

wording of that. I take it, it has been attended to. I am 

going to ask Mr Cassim just to read the undertaking into 

the record for us, please, Mr Cassim proceed. 

MR CASSIM IS ASKED BY THE COMMITTEE TO READ THE 

ABOVEMENTIONED UNDERTAKING INTO THE RECORD 

MR CASSIM: The undertaking is by the Respondent, Darren 

Rodney Bobroff, a member of this Law Society: 

"1. Darren Rodney Bobroff hereby furnishes to the 

Learned Members of the Disciplinary Committee 

representing the Law Society of the Northern 

Provinces an undertaking that he will not, in 

any manner, defend, demean or in any other 

manner attack the dignity of his colleagues, Mr 

Norman Berger, Mr Anthony Millar and Mr 

Geoffrey Katz by way of statements on his 
Facebook or in any other written form.  
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2. Darren Bobroff undertakes to remove all 

existing comments relating to the matter from 

his Facebook within 72 hours from date hereof, 

accompanied by an apology on the Facebook in 

which he will state that his conduct in 

relation to his colleagues was improper and he 

apologizes to them. 

3. This undertaking is furnished primarily as a 

recognition and understanding that it is not in 

the interest of the attorney7s profession as a 

whole to deal with conduct of fellow colleagues 

by commenting on their conduct in the media or 

in any other social media, but instead to 

pursue any perceived or alleged improper 

conduct on their part, in a proper legal 

manner." 

MR BOEZAART: Now we have considered that undertaking and 

the undertaking was also furnished to the complainants 
and the pro forma Prosecutor in this matter.  
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Mr Bobroff, can I ask you just to stand up, please. 

We are going to postpone this matter sine die on condition 

that you adhere to the undertaking. The view of the 

Committee is that the conduct of yourself, as set out in 

the charge sheet and which was admitted to by your 

Council this morning, is a disgrace to this Society. It 

is especially a disgrace to this Society, coming from a 

firm like yours where your partner and father was the 

President of this Society. The feeling of this Committee 

is that even though he is not in front of the Committee, 

he should have taken steps in any case to prevent that, 

but be that as it may, we do not expect things like this 

to appear in the social media. If you have a grudge 

against a colleague, tell him that. Do not publicize it. 

The idea that your Facebook page is a private matter, is 

of course nonsense. Facebook is social media which is 

open for anybody in some or other way and in any case, if 

you publish that to one or two people, it is one or two 

too many. Things like this brings the profession...it 

gives the profession a bad 
name. I do not think we deserve it. The problem in this  
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matter seems to be that we sit with attorneys that 

started to become personally involved in matters, which 

should raise red flags. You are never supposed to become 

personally involved, but I know that in the matters that 

is before the courts, you are personally involved, but 

keep it to a clean fight, we do not want this type of 

thing to happen, we do not want to see it again. If we 

see it again, we will just reconvene this matter and 

those charges will be added on. 

We hope that whatever was in the social media and 

what is...I believe there was mention of Twitters and 

Tweets and all sorts of things that I do not really 

understand, flying around from both sides, that is not a 

thing that is for the good of the profession. If you want 

to fight with each other, fight it out in court and not 

in the media, so this matter is then postponed sine die 

and we are watching this with eagle eyes. 

Can I just get the undertaking as it is read into 

the record, signed by him so that it is kept on file. MR 

FOURIE: Mr Chairman, there is just a question of the 
web page of the firm, RDB.  
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MR BOEZAART: Sorry? 

MR FOURIE; The Facebook is also, I think it was mentioned 

just before we adjourned, we talked about the web page of 

Ronald Bobroff and Partners. 

MR CASSIM: Mr Chairman, that is the web page not of Mr 

Darren Bobroff, that is the web page of the firm. What I 

have said to Mr Bobroff senior is that he must look at 

that web page, if it is offending any of the people, then 

it should be removed. I have suggested to him to obtain 

counsel's opinion, perhaps somebody else if he wants to, 

somebody of the (inaudible), Mr Cooper or Mr Fanie 

Cilliers and let him make sure that, that web page of his 

does not offend any of these complainants or anybody 

else, so that is something that will be attended to, you 

have my assurance and he is not present at these 

proceedings. I have not personally looked at the web 

page, it is not part of the charge sheet, I do not know 

to what extend it impacts, but I want to make it very 

clear to this Committee that to the extend that it is 

offensive it must be attended to. 
MR BOEZAART: Does that suffice, you wanted more than that.  
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because the web page was not part of the... (intervenes) 

MR FOURIE: Mr Chairman, I know, but I would have 

obviously have liked it to be included in the 

undertaking. 

MR BOEZAART t But I saw Mr Bobroff nodding from that 

side, Mr Bobroff senior and I know it is not part of it, 

but...(intervenes) 

MR CASSIM: Mr Chairman, can I propose that this has 

been... I have read it out, I have written it out, my 

attorney will attend to it being drafted, signed and 

scanned to Mr Fourie by close of business today or 

tomorrow, will that be in order Mr Fourie? 

MR BOEZAART; Johannesburg is far, but the charge sheet 

does not deal with the web page, as such, but I think 

what I have said about the communication in social media 

goes far enough to remove any defamatory or any such 

things from the web pages as well, it may be well advised 

to look into that matter as well. 

MR CASSIM: We certainly will. Sir. 

MR BOEZAART; Thank you. So that concludes our sitting 
for this morning. Thank you for your attendance.  
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