
1 July 2022 

Full response of attorney Richard Spoor who represents Ronald and Darren Bobroff 
in South Africa 

Dear Ryk, 

Thank you for those documents, which we have not previously had sight of. 

The letter from the Israeli Ministry of Justice of 6 April 2021, confirms what we have said all 
along. Notwithstanding the SCA (dubious) finding that the Bobroffs failure to repay the 
amounts by which they had ostensibly overreached their clients amounts to theft, “it was not 
possible to establish a link between the said assets and the offences allegedly committed by 
Bobroff in SA” and that Israel was therefore “unable to execute South Africa’s request for 
legal Assistance”. 

As the letter records, as a result of the Israeli authority’s inability to link the assets in Israel or 
Australia, to any offence “the aforementioned seized funds were at immediate risk of being 
released”. The Israeli’s were rescued by the settlement agreement that they entered into 
with Bobroff, which, as we previously advised, was entered into under duress, namely the 
threat of arrest and extradition of Darren to Israel and the seizure of all their assets and 
property in Australia. The settlement was effectively extorted out of them. The letter confirms 
this. They had no case against Bobroff but were able to extort money from them, through the 
abuse of state power. 

As a sop to the South Africans, the Israeli’s agreed to share NIS 3 million (ZAR14 million) 
with the SA Government. We assume that the South African authorities agreed to accept 
this. 

The Australian summons was issued by the Australian government at the request of the 
Israeli government to attach the bank accounts and properties connected to the Bobroffs. 
The attachment was lifted as soon as the settlement was concluded. 

Ad your questions: 

1. Was the Bobroffs aware that the Israelis could not link the Bobroffs 
transgressions, as confirmed by the SCA, with the monies frozen in Israeli 
bank accounts? 
 
Spoor: The Bobroffs knew that the Israeli’s had no basis to believe that the moneys 
in the Israeli bank accounts were the proceeds of any criminality and that the SA 
request was bunkum. They also knew that the israeli’s knew that there existed no 
valid legal grounds to confiscate the monies. That said the Israeli process is secret 
and they were not allowed to see the evidence that they israeli’s relied upon. They 
were also threatened with the freezing of their assets and the arrest and detention 
and deportation of Darren to Israel where he could be held for months. They had little 
choice but to agree to the Israeli Ministry’s extortionate demands. 
 

2. Do the Bobroffs have any outstanding tax issues with the SARS? 
 
Spoor: There is an outstanding penalty for exchange control violations. 
 



3. The Australian summons revealed that the Bobroffs owned five properties in 
Australia. You claimed the Bobroffs were broke. How can the Bobroffs be 
broke if they possess such assets and cannot pay the SARB fine? 

4. Spoor: They are broke, they have lost everything. The properties are all heavily 
bonded. Three are small flats bought by Darren and which are let out to cover the 
bond payments. 
 

5. You have stated that the monies seized in Israel stemmed from the profits the 
Bobroffs' firm earned in South Africa. Why was it transferred illegally from 
South Africa to Israel? 
 
As previously advised the Israeli banks encouraged members of the Jewish diaspora 
to invest in Israel as an act of patriotism and solidarity and facilitated the transfer of 
the moneys to Israel and facilitated this. The Bobroffs were taken in by this. Some 
moneys were transferred without permission of the SA Reserve Bank. The reserve 
bank limits the amount of money South Africans can move off shore. That off shore 
holding has since been declared and a penalty was imposed by the tax authorities. 
 

6. How was the amount the Israeli government seized in terms of the settlement 
agreement calculated? 
 
The Israeli authorities took what they wanted, there is no science behind it, it was the 
product of an unequal bargaining process. The Bobroffs agreed to let the Israeli 
authorities take their money in exchange for their freedom and the release of the a 
small part of their assets. 
 

7. Have the Bobroffs initiated proceedings in Israel to take the settlement 
agreement on review? 
 
Yes they have. 

Kind regards, 

Richard Spoor 

Director 

 


